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MPEP 2173.01 Claim Terminology [R-2]

A fundamental principle contained in 35 U.S.C. 112, second
paragraph is that applicants are their own lexicographers. They can
define in the claims what they regard as their invention essentially
in whatever terms they choose so long as **>any special meaning
assigned to a term is clearly set forth in the specification.

See MPEP § 2111.01.< Applicant may use functional language,
alternative expressions, negative limitations, or any style of
expression or format of claim which makes clear the boundaries of
the subject matter for which protection is sought. As noted by the
court in In re Swinehart, 439 F.2d 210, 160 USPQ 226 (CCPA 1971), a
claim may not be rejected solely because of the type of language
used to define the subject matter for which patent protection is
sought.
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